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needs to continue to support them as they
walk down the road of openness and account-
ability. By transforming our hemisphere into
a powerful free trade area, we will promote
democratic governance and human rights
and the economic liberty for everyone.
CAFTA is a really important piece of legisla-
tion.

Our second trade priority is to encourage
the Doha Development Agenda now being
pursued by the World Trade Organization.
This new framework is the largest negotiation
of its kind in history, and it would reduce
and eliminate tarrifs in key industry sectors
and unfair agricultural subsidies and open
the global market in services.

Finally, our third trade priority is to ensure
that those who sign trade agreements live up
to their terms. China’s membership in the
World Trade Organization has been a good
thing for America. Our exports to China have
increased 81 percent since China’s entry into
the WTO. When it joined the WTO, China
also agreed to the rules of international trade,
and it’s in the interest of both China and the
United States for China to abide by them.

One reason I selected Ambassador
Portman for this job is because I know he’ll
work to see that our farmers and our workers
and service providers are treated fairly. Am-
bassador Portman will work to ensure that
China stops the piracy of U.S. intellectual
property, lifts the barriers that are keeping
our goods and services out of China, and
demonstrates its commitment to trans-
parency and distribution rights for our prod-
ucts.

America is a nation founded on the idea
of open exchange, and free and fair trade
is a win-win for all sides. By opening new
markets, we’ll increase prosperity for our
small businesses and farmers and manufac-
turers and create jobs for American workers.
By enforcing trade laws and agreements, we
will ensure a level playing field for America’s
workers. American workers can compete
with anybody, anytime, anywhere when the
rules are fair.

Rob Portman is America’s Trade Rep-
resentative. He’s also my friend. I know his
integrity and his wisdom and his dedication.
And I know he’s the right man to carry out
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our bold agenda at this important moment
for world trade.

I want to thank you all again for coming.
Congratulations, Rob.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in Room
450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Am-
bassador Portman’s father, William Portman, his
wife, Jane Portman, and their children, Joseph
“Jed” Portman, William Portman, and Sarah
“Sally” Portman; Janna Ryan, wife of Representa-
tive Paul Ryan; and former Representative Rick
Lazio of New York. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Ambassador Portman.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Burma

May 17, 2005

On May 20, 1997, the President issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13047, certifying to the Con-
gress under section 570(b) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public
Law 104-208), that the Government of
Burma has committed large-scale repression
of the democratic opposition in Burma after
September 30, 1996, thereby invoking the
prohibition on new investment in Burma by
United States persons contained in that sec-
tion. The President also declared a national
emergency to deal with the threat posed to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States by the actions and policies of
the Government of Burma, invoking the au-
thority, inter alia, of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq. On July 28, 2003, I issued Executive
Order 13310 taking additional steps with re-
spect to that national emergency by putting
in place an import ban required by the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003
and prohibiting exports of financial services
to Burma and the dealing in property in
which certain designated Burmese persons
have an interest.

Because the actions and policies of the
Government of Burma continue to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the
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United States, the national emergency de-
clared on May 20, 1997, and the measures
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency must continue in effect beyond May
20, 2005. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1
year the national emergency with respect to
Burma. This notice shall be published in the
Federal Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 17, 2005.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:29 a.m., May 17, 2005]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on May 18.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Burma

May 17, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed notice to
the Federal Register for publication, which
states that the Burma emergency is to con-
tinue beyond May 20, 2005. The most recent
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 19,
2004 (69 FR 29041).

The crisis between the United States and
Burma arising from the actions and policies
of the Government of Burma that led to the
declaration of a national emergency on May
20, 1997, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions and policies, including its policies of
committing large-scale repression of the
democratic opposition in Burma, are hostile
to U.S. interests and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
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security and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency with respect to Burma and main-
tain in force the sanctions against Burma to
respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 17, 2005,

Remarks at the Republican National
Committee Dinner

May 17, 2005

Thank you all very much. Thanks for com-
ing. Thanks for coming. Please be seated.
[Laughter] Thank you for the warm wel-
come. Thank you for supporting the Repub-
lican Party. I am proud to be here today to
not only offer my thanks but to remind you
that our party has a positive, hopeful, opti-
mistic vision for every single person who is
fortunate enough to be an American.

We are driving the debate on all key do-
mestic and foreign policy issues. Because of
our achievements, the American people see
the Republican Party as the party of reform
and optimism, the party of ideals and vision.
And one of the reasons I asked Ken
Mehlman to serve as the chairman of our
party is because he is a man of vision; he
is an idealistic soul. He is willing to take our
message to every neighborhood in the United
States of America. He did a fabulous job in
managing my campaign in 2004. I'm proud
to call him chairman of the Republican Party.

The Comedian in Chief—[laughter]—is
tied up, but she sends her love. Many of you
know Laura as a friend. I'm fortunate to
know her as a wife. She is a great mother
and a fabulous First Lady for the United
States. If you ever want to get a laugh, all
you have to do is poke fun at the President
and his mother. [Laughter]

I want to thank my Secretary of Interior;
Gale Norton is with us.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here. I just had a chance to shake
hands with Leader Bill Frist, who’s doing a



